BUCKINGHAM
At that period, no youth's education was complete without foreign travel, and so at the age of eighteen George went, in the company of John Eliot, to pay a lengthy visit to France. He spent three years in that country, learning the language and picking up many mannerisms which helped to enhance his particular charm. He acquired knowledge and experience, and came back with an added poise and self-confidence which delighted his ambitious mother. So dearly did she love this favourite son that she kept him with her at Goodby for another year. Finally, the attraction of a lovely lady, the daughter of Sir Roger Ashton, Gentleman of the Bedchamber to King James, took him to London to try his fortune.
In London George fell into the company of an experienced courtier, Sir John Graham, a Gentleman of His Majesty's Privy Chamber, who foresaw fortune in his face, and dissuaded him from a marriage which could never make him illustrious, urging him to 'woo fortune in court',1 advice which appealed strongly to young Villiers. And so we find him at Apthorpe, where his natural charm and careful training won him the reward of the King's immediate attention.
George's early days at court must have been a time of great anxiety for his mother, who had exhausted her resources in providing for him up to the present. Her position, and that of her family, would be precarious should this brilliant son fail to make his mark. He was fortunate in having on his side such powerful patrons as the Earl of Pembroke, who, we are told, was even obliged to furnish him with the clothes his court career demanded. Villiers had only recently been seen at a horse race in Cambridgeshire cin an old black suit broken out in divers places', * and
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